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THE HOME-PLANNING ARITHMETIC 



CAROLYN ROBERTS 

Racine, Wisconsin 

Formerly Allendale School, Oakland, California 



Most arithmetic problems seem to be far removed from the 
lives of young people and consequently are not interesting and are 
hardly instructive. Planning a home, however, has several points 
of contact with life. Most of the young people, especially from 
the eighth grade up, will soon be attempting the making of a home. 
Why not help them? The following plan has been tried rather 
successfully in the schools of Oakland, California. 

The first problem considered was the selection of the lot. Where 
should this be located? Since the boys and girls were more 
familiar with their own city, this was the starting-point. The 
desirabiUty of a home away from the factory districts and water 
fronts was suggested. Is it more desirable to have a home on the 
street-car line or near the street-car line ? The questions of noise, 
dust, and convenience were discussed. Why are lots in some por- 
tions of the city more desirable than those in other locations? 
Many questions like these will arise. Some of the young people 
may prefer country property, and the " back-to-the-farm" idea 
may be driven home. 

How much can one afford to pay ? An answer to this question 
helps to decide the location of the lot. The advisability of paying 
on the instalment plan is also a pertinent question. Real estate 
agents will help with quotations of prices. 

The size of a lot which will allow for garden, lawn, and garage 
requires consideration. This is the lot one would like to own, 
though not always what one can own. But if one has a goal in 
view, he is more apt to attain it than if he has none. 

Where should the house be located on the lot ? It should not 
be too close to .the line, or the nearness of a neighbor will shut out 
sunshine and one will have no privacy. 
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After the floor plan and the size of the house were decided upon, 
the lot was drawn to scale in notebooks provided for the purpose. 
On this diagram of the lot were marked off the lawn, garage, walks, 
and gardens. Some of the boys and girls printed in the names. 
In fact, in some of the books everything was printed. 

The floor plan of the house was next drawn on a separate page 
and divided into rooms, all drawn to scale. The areas of the rooms 
were found and checked with the area of the entire house. When 
these did not agree, the young people went back and checked over 
the dimensions. 

Blue prints will aid by showing how windows, doors, and cup- 
boards are indicated. Young people as a rule are not familiar 
with specifications, and these will be found interesting if not too 
much stress is placed upon them, the point to clinch being the 
need of reading the specifications to see that they contain every- 
thing necessary, since any change means added expense. 

Before making the floor plan the convenient location of the 
bathroom, the size and convenience of the kitchen, and the nearness 
of the kitchen to the dining room may be discussed. The saving 
of steps is a pertinent question. 

One boy had his kitchen so large that he could not afford 
linoleum to cover the floor and became appalled when he computed 
its cost. Immediately another pupil in the class arose and measured 
the classroom floor. It was found that the kitchen as planned 
was larger in both dimensions than the classroom. 

Fresh air is a question often brought up in school hygiene and 
physical education. The location and the number of windows 
in the bedrooms and provision for sleeping porches will show 
whether the importance of fresh air has been impressed on the 
minds of the boys and girls. 

The buying of the furniture for each room and finding its cost 
came next. Suitable furniture for a bungalow or a small cottage, 
buying for comfort rather than for appearance, a few articles and 
not a superfluity, are some of the questions discussed. Catalogues 
and newspapers furnished material. Store windows were also 
consulted for style and prices. 
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Some of the young people listed the furniture for each room 
separately, putting prices opposite each article and then totaling. 
Others drew floor plans of each room, locating each article of furni- 
ture by oblongs, squares, or circles drawn to scale. On the margin 
were printed the names of the articles, style, and prices. Often 
diagrams on the floor of the room drawn in chalk settled the 
question of size. Still others cut from papers or magazines the 
desired articles of furniture or furnished rooms and pasted these 
in their books. 

Linen for the beds and table and kitchen utensils were also 
considered. Here came up the questions of what was necessary 
and what would be convenient to own, such as a vacuxmi cleaner, 
an electric washer, etc. 

The question of paying on time was discussed. 

If desired, the subjects of carpeting and papering could easily 
be handled in connection with the study of homes. Our people 
seemed to be more incUned toward rugs and hardwood floors and not 
papering the first year of housekeeping. 

Stocking up the cupboards with staple groceries was the next 
problem. A Ust of groceries with the prices was made and the 
total cost foimd. The need of keeping bills and checking up 
statements was discussed. Another question was the advisability 
of buying by weight. The advantages and disadvantages of buy- 
ing on credit were considered. 

A monthly expenditure account based upon the estimated 
amount to be paid for maintenance of the home, food, clothing, 
health, and recreation was made. The Economizer, a household 
account book, compiled under the direction of Dr. Jessica B. 
Peixotto of the University of California will be of use here. The 
rates for water, gas, electricity, garbage, and ice were estimated 
from those of the city of Oakland. From this monthly account the 
yearly expenditure account was foimd. 

The taxes and fire insurance were found by each pupil according 
to the rates in the city of Oakland. 

A list of jobs and salaries was compiled from the collective 
knowledge of the boys and girls. What job must one have to 
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allow for our yearly expenditure? What education is necessary 
to secure and hold this job ? It was decided that now is the time 
to begin saving for a home. 

With the co-operation of the art department books may be 
made, showing good and bad selections in wall paper, draperies, 
rugs, and furniture and the reasons therefor. Visits by the girls 
of the class to the dry-goods stores and consultation with the mer- 
chants will give them a chance to learn how to select linens. 

The domestic art department helps with its instruction on the 
nutritive values of foods and how one may get the greatest food 
value for the least expenditure. Also a visit to the meat markets 
may aid in the selection of meats. 

Many questions arise and many are discussed. Side lines open 
up as the work progresses. A list was made of a few pointers, 
such as : (i) The credit system has its faults as well as its virtues. 
(2) Window shopping may cause extravagance and lead to discord 
in the home. (3) The cheapest things are not always the most 
economical to buy. (4) Labor-saving devices should be provided 
for the home-maker as well as for the wage-earner. (5) Harmony 
makes a home out of a house. The motto selected was, "Not a 
house but a home." 

The aims were to give the young people a few ideas which might 
make homes more happy, to strive to give them some information 
with regard to things necessary to keep up the home, to show them 
that home-making is just as much a business as clerking and, per- 
haps, to prepare them a little for the future. 

Some of the boys decided that it requires too much money to 
start home-making. This may not be a bad idea to inculcate, as 
it at least gets them to thinking rationally on the subject of home- 
making and to discussing it sensibly. 

Is this arithmetic ? Perhaps not, but it is life. 



